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— < 2003 Ski-Doo MX Z REV > 




WiJh inspiration 
from snocross racing, the REV flies and soaks up 
bumps better than its predecessors. 
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Ski-Dco's newest ae- 
adon in snowmobiles 
throws conventionalism 
to the 'A'ind. 

For the 2003 model 
year. Ski-Doo offers a 
unique way of hding a 
snowmobile with its 
new MX Z REV plaifom). 

The REV (short for 
Revolution) takes every- 
tJ ting conventional about 
sTH>wTnobile ergonomics 
and takes it one step fur- 
ther. The new design 
moves riders 12 inches 



farther forward than traditional snovvmobiJe 
configurations. Instead of haiang their legs 
stretched in front the dn^jefs knees bend 3t 
a 90-degree angle. The design allows a 
driver to stand easier when encountering 
nasty bumps on the trail. 

The new design moves most of the 
weight toward the machine's center of 
gravity, which offers bet- 
ter handling charaaeris- 
tics. The shift in driver 
position was a pan of a whole chassis 
redesign. 

Two engine options are available for the 
REV - the existing 800 twin and a new 
600 twin. The 600 twin - dubbed the 600 
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H.O. - has the bottom end of Ski-Doo's 700 
and 800 twins, wnth a new top end that 
includes eight-petal reeds and revised 
exhaust porting. 

Both engines are equipped with Rotax 
Adjustable Variable Exhau:>t (RA\^| and a 
new TRA ffl drive clutch. 

The idea of the REV began about five 
years ago when some Ski-Doo engineers 
started discussing how differently they sat 
on a snowmobile compared to a motorcycle. 
The end result is the new MX Z REV, which 
is available in the spring-only X package and 
full-build Sport package. 

For those of you in time with snocross 
racing, the REV looks familiar. A handful of 
Ski-Doo snocrossers such as Blair Morgan. 
Carl Kuster. Justin Tate. D.J. Ecksirom, 
Todd Wolff. Tom Ahmasalo, Curt Peterson 
and Brad Pitlik have been using the REV 
platform in the Pro Open class all year. In 
fact, Ahmasalo and European chsmpion 
Janne Tapio tested the REV protoiype.s 
wiiile Ski-Doo developed the sled. Wolff 
and Eckstrcm also tested the new 
machine before it hit the snocross tracks 
earlier this season. 

Ski-Doo officials have been tight-lipped 
about the sled. . .until recently 

Ergos Redefined 

The whole REV package is compact, wnth 
the weight centered on the sled. Roughly 80 
percent of the sled's weight is vvithiji 1 foot 
of the drive shaft. 

It begins with a '"pyramidal" chassis, m\h 
frame members that resemble a pyramid. 
The design is stronger and lighter than the 
ZX chassis. Ski-Doo claims the MX Z REV 
with an 800cc twin engine weighs 454 
pounds. The 2002 MX Z 800 In the X pack- 
age weighs a claimed 474 pounds. 

The new chassis design allowed engi- 
neers to move the engine back 2.6 inches 
and down 1.25 inches compared to the 
ZX chassis. 

The REV also incorporates a new A- 
arm front siispension design. The suspen- 
sion is called the Response Angle Suspen- 
sion (RASl. The HPG racing-type shocks 
are tilted back 10 degrees, which absorbs 
energy m.ore efficiently and also transfers 
it to the frame. The front shock towers are 
bolted to the frame, which allows the 
shocks to communicate with the chassis. 
When the front absorbs a bump, the ener- 
gy transfers through the suspension and 
into the chassis. Front suspension travel 
measures 9.4 inches. 

— j The SO- 10 ill rear 

REPORT I skid soaks up the 
^ bumps in back with 
14.5 inches of travel. Introduced in the 
2002 model year, the geometr/ is roughly 
the same. With the driver 12 Lnches farther 
forward, the front arm of the suspension 
works more. Engineers lightened the rear 



arm spring rates. i^PG racing shocks soak 
up the bumps. AJso. the tunnel ends shon 
of the more traditional position, and a piv- 
oting close-oit panel connects to the rear 
idler wheels. As the suspension drops out. 
the area pivots down. 

The new REV can also convert for a pas- 
senger, in the "1 + r configuration, an 
optional clip-on passenger seal attaches to 
the back of the standard seat, whicii covers 
an oversized tnuik. 

The hand and thumb warmer controls 
are now located on the left handlebar con- 
trol block. A quick flick of the left thumb is 
all it takes to switch the coniiols. Nevy 
p^^uges include an electronic hour meter 
and odometer. 

Also, the unique design includes two 
* large side panels that offer access to the 
engine compart mem. They can also be 
removed for belter access to the clutches, 
chnincnse and other mechanical pans. Tlie 
an intake also incorporates into the left 
side pant;!. 

The "hood" is a small panel that 
allows access to the single pipe. The two 
side panels and hood are sculpted 
around th(j engine and mechanical pans, 
which makes the sled look sleeker and 
reduces weight. 

The ll.-l-gallon fuel lank is unique as 
well. Tlie filler tiole is in Uoni of Uie driver, 
but the tank drops down and runs partially 
beneath the seat. The handlebars are 
height adjustable. Tlie windshield incorpo- 
rates hand guards that keep the digits out of 
the cold wind. 

Oveiall, Uie MX Z RE:v offers something 




Opening the hood 
allows access to the single pipe. 




Largo side panels 
swing out for access to the engine 
compartment. The panels can qlso be 
removed. 



completely differ- 
ent. While it takes 
a few miles to. 
adjust to the new 
riding position, 
once accustomed 
to it, the ride is 
more comfortable 
and feels natural. 
The REV feels more 
stable barreling 
around sweepers 
and standing when 
encountering 
craters on the trail 
is simple. 




New gauges, hand and thumb warmer 
controls, windshield and adjustable-helght handlebars 
add to the new ergonomics. 



The rear suspenslori 
on the REV Is tied to a 
panel. 



hinged close-off 
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Before you hit the snow, 



DECS I AVAIUBLE COPY 



February i8y 2002 • 21 



